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SECTION 17.2 

Appendix L:  Abbreviations in Resource Description & Access Records 
 
Below are standard Latin alphabet abbreviations from “Appendix B” of Resource Description & 
Access (RDA). These abbreviations can be used in most MARC fields of the bibliographic record; 
e.g., the 020 ISBN, 5XX note. Transcribe series title and series captions in 490 fields as they 
appear on the work, but prefer Arabic numerals for the series number. Country and state 
abbreviations from the standard list below can be used in fields such as the 260 place of 
publication subfield a. Other relevant RDA abbreviation rules, such as for size dimensions and 
describing the extent of a work, follow the tables. We generally do not abbreviate when describing 
the extent of a work like a book in 300 subfield a. 
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Refer questions to the Supervising Cataloger. 


